EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE UNTIL 8-30-06 10:00 AM EDT
Change to Win
American Dream Survey
800 non-supervisory workers, nationwide
August 14 - 20, 2006
FINAL WEIGHTED TOPLINES

GENDER OF RESPONDENT

MaAUE <. et e e 54
FEMAIE ..ot et e 46
REGION

NEW ENQGIANG ..o e 5
Middle ALIANTIC.......coveeei et e 14
East NOrth Central..........coooeviiiiiiiii it e 16
West NOIrth Central........cooeeiiiiiiiiiee e e 7
SOULh AANTIC ...cevviiee e e e 18
East SOUth Central.........c.ooovuiiiiiiiiiii e 6
West SOUth Central.......ccooooiiiiiiiiieie e e 11
(1Y o101 ] =11 s PP PRR 7
o= (o1 | | To O EUPUPPRN 16

1. Are you a full time student?

Y S ittt e TERMINATE

[ T 100
ON'EKNOW) ..ot e e e e e e e e e e e

(don't k ) TERMINATE

2. First, are you currently working full-time, working part-time, unemployed, or are you retired?

working full time .........ccccocveeeenns GO TO Q5 it 76
working part time.........cccccceveeeeenns GO TO Q4 .. 14
unemployed ......cccccevveeeeiiiiiiiineeenn, GO TO QI3 . e e 10
=111 (o [P PRR TERMINATE

ASK Q3 IF UNEMPLOYED (Q2=3)
3. Are you actively looking for work?

Y= T GO TOQ8 ..o 100
o OSSR TERMINATE
(o [o ] 0 8 0 T 1) SRR TERMINATE

ASK Q4 IF PART-TIME (Q2=2)
4. Do you typically work more than 20 hours per week?

o OSSR TERMINATE
(o [o ] 8 0 T 1) SR TERMINATE
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5. How would you describe your position in your company? Are you a...

READ CHOICES

Business owner of CEO........ccoooiiiiiiiiiies coereiiiiieeeee e
Manager or supervisor ................ SKIP TO Q6a ...............
COMPANY EXECULIVE. .......eveieiiiiie ettt ceee e

Independent professional such as a

physician or [AWYer..........cccuiiiiiiiiiit e
Independent CONractor ...........ooccviiieieeees v e
HOUrY €MPIOYEE c.ooeveeeiieee s e
Salaried eMPIOYEE ......cceeeiiiiiiiiiiiec et e
(Other) e, ASK Q6 ...ocevvvvreen
(AON"tKNOW) ... ceeeeeirrer e e e e e e

IF Q5="OTHER”

6. Would you describe yourself as an owner, executive, or manager, or none of those?

Yes, owner/executive/manager...........cccv weeveeaeeiiiiiiieeeeaeenn
No, none of those........cccccccceeeevinn. ASK Q7 .ovrrvveivviiinnns
(AONM'E KNOW) ...t eeies ceeeessieeee e e e e e senenes

IF Q5="MANAGER OR SUPERVISOR”
6a. Are you paid on an hourly basis?

7. In which of the following ranges does your personal annual income fall, before taxes?

READ CATEGORIES:

below 20 thouSANd ..........cvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies eveveveveveveeeeevevaeeees
between 20 and 30 thousand...............eee veveveveveveveeevererenenns
between 30 and 40 thousand................ee veveveveveveeevevererenenns
between 40 and 50 thousand................ee veveveveveveveveeererenenns
between 50 and 75 thousand................e. vevevevvvevevevevereeennnns
between 75 thousand and 100 thousand ..............cccevevevees
over 100 thousand ...........ccceeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiies e,

(don't know/refused): Is it more than 100 thousand or less than that?

TERMINATE IF OVER $100,000 OR REFUSED................

8. Are you currently registered to vote?

Lake Research Partners
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9. Generally speaking, do you think that things in this country are going in the RIGHT DIRECTION, or do you
feel things have gotten pretty seriously off on the WRONG TRACK?

70 |1 0o 11 (=1 1T o TSR 26
(V0 o L1 - TSRS 63
(o o] 1 24 1o 1Y) SRR 11

10. Generally speaking, do you think that the economy in this country is going in the RIGHT DIRECTION, or do
you feel the economy has gotten pretty seriously off on the WRONG TRACK?

10 |1 0o [1(=Tod 1T o TSR 28
(V0 o TRt - Tt USRS 63
(oo 0 1 024 1o .Y SRS 9

11. I am going to read you a list of concerns that some people have. Please tell me which one of these you are
most concerned about?

READ AND ROTATE:

_jobs and the ECON0OMY ........coviiiiiiiece e 19
N <o [0 To- 1 o] o USSP 9
_taxes and government SPENAING ......cvvvveeeeiiiiiiiiiiie e 8
_Social Security and retirement SECUILY ........cccvvveveeeeeiiciiiieeee e 8
B 101 = VR = 1 1SS 10
_energy and gas PriCES.....uuuuiieeeeiiiiiiieiieee e s s sittrrreeee e s s annrrrrraae e e snnrrraerees 11
health Care ..o ———— 7
_homeland security and defense........cccccceeiicciiieiee e, 3
o2 =T TaTo o 0T TSRS 2
B LTSI L T T = o SRS 10
B L0141 = L1 ) o USSP 5
_outsourcing of joDS OVEISEAS ........c.evviviiie i 3
_(dON't KNOW/OTNET) .ot 4

12. Thinking specifically about the economy, what two things are you personally worried about the most? Are
they...

ACCEPT UP TO TWO RESPONSES
READ AND ROTATE:

_LOSING YOUT JOD.ceiiiiie e 14
_Rising health care COStS.......ccciviiiiiiiiiiie e 27
_Wages not keeping up with the cost of livVing............ccccvieeeeeeiiiiiinnnn. 34
I 31T o o = T3 o o] 29
_Paying off debt ... ———— 8
PAYING tAXES .. .uiiiiiiee e 11
_Having to work more to keep up with the cost of living.............cccuvveee. 16
A SECUIE retiIrEMENT......eeiieieee e e e e s e e e s 13
__Expenses like child care, education, or college tuition ...............c......... 11
(11 1= ) SR 3
(o [0 8 0 T 1) S 1
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13. When you think about the national economy today, do you see (ROTATE) _increasing opportunity,
_stagnation or _increasing decline?

_INCreasing OPPOITUNILY ........evieeeeiiciiiieiree e e s e ctree e e e e e s e e e e e e e e erareeeeeas 21
S ] = T | 0 = L1 T I SRRSO 22
_INcreasing deCliNg .......c..uvviiiie e 43
(701 ) SRS 7
(R T=T11 1= ) SRR 3
(o 1o 8 08231 1.7 SRR 5

14. Would you say you and your family are economically better off or worse off than you were four years ago or
would you say you are about the same? [If better/worse, Ask: Is that much/somewhat better/worse?]

CMUCKH DELET ... 17 38
_SOMEWNAL DEHET ... 21
_ SOMEWNAL WOISE......cciieiiiie e e e ettt e e e e e s r e e e e e s nneaaaeeee s 16
CIMUCH WOKSE ...ttt 13 29
_ADOUL thE SAME ...ciii e 32
B (o (o 18 0 (31 1) RSP 1

15. Thinking about the next generation of Americans who are children today, the way things are going, do you
think economically they will be better off, worse off, or about the same as the generation of adults who are
working today?

Bt el Off e 18
ADOUL the SAME ... 27
VA o] 61T o) 1 OO 51
(AON'EKNMOW) ..ttt e e e e e e e e 4

16. Which of the following words best describes how you feel about your financial future?

ROTATE/READ CHOICES

O] o] 11013 1o PP RP TSR 26

ANGIY 4
B O 10 110 11 L= PPNt 31
A" €1 1=To PSPPIt 20
= - Lo I PPPPPPPPIRt 1
CHOPETUL e 11
_DISAPPOINTEA ...t 5
(dON't KNOW/OLNET) .. 2
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17. What does the American Dream mean to you? (RECORD VERBATIM RESPONSE)

Own a home/have a good place to liVe.........cccoecvvvieviiee e, 15
Live in peace without terrorism/safety..........cccccvvvevveeeeiiiiiiiieeee e 6
Having a good job/make a comfortable living/

financial security/debt free ........cccvvevveii i 37
Affluence/being Wealthy ... 1
Access to health care / Healthy ... 6
Raising a family/caring for children ..........cccocccviievee i, 14
Access to good education/College ..........oovciiiiiiieeiiiiee e 4
Personal freedom/opportunity/promiSe.........cccueveeveeeeeiiiiiieeeeee s e s 24
Freedom of speech and eXpreSSion........cccvviccviieieiee e ecciiieee e 2
Respect for others/tolerance of diVersity .........cccccccveeeviiiciiieec e, 2
A WOITY-FIEE i@ weevie e 3
A return to traditional moral values/religion .............cccccvveveeeeiiiiciiieeeeeeen 3
There's no longer any American Dream ........cccccocccvviveeeeeiesciiineeeee e e 3
Success / Goal AChIEVEMENT ........uuviiiiiiie e 5
[ F= 1] 0] 1= TS S 5
Life / Living EQCh DAY .......vuviiiiee it e e 2
Good Country / U.S. Improving / Patriotic Mentions............ccccceevvvivvnnen. 3
Equality / Equal Treatment/Rights ........ccceoeiiiiiiiiiiee e 3
[N 11 1 o SRS 0
MISC. Other MENLIONS ......cciiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1
DON't KNOW/NOL SUFE ...ttt 9

Lake Research Partners
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18. SSA: Which of the following words best describes how you feel about the “American Dream” and your
family?

ROTATE/READ CHOICES

CEXCHEA e 8

N T | 3
B = 11| {10 10 1SR 15
L CONFIAENT ... —————— 12
LY 1 (o= o - V1 o SRR 17
A0 1= o RSP 9
S T T ISR 1
CHOPEIUL .o ———— 14
B 1T o] o o1 1 (=T USSR 6
CPTOUd. e ————— 5
B 1 153 €= L (= SRRSO 7
(dON't KNOW/OLNET) e e 2

19. SSB: Which of the following words best describes how you feel about the “American Dream” and the
country?

ROTATE/READ CHOICES

B ] o] 112 1] 1SS 18
CEXCIEA i 2
AANIGIY ettt a e et et e eeraaan 5
K = 11|40 10 1SR 17
L CONFIAENT ... ——————— 4
LY L (o= o - V1 o SRS 18
A0 1= o PSSRSO 9
S T L USSR 3
CHOPEIUL . ————— 8
B 1T o] o o111 (=T o PSSRSO 7
N (o 16 o SR 3
B 1 153 1= L (= RSP 6
(dON't KNOW/OLNET) e 1

20. Thinking about the American Dream and what that means to you and your family, do you think it is
obtainable, you have already obtained it, you may not be able to obtain it, you will not be able to obtain it, or
you are not sure.

[tis ObtaINADIE ... —————— 51
Have already obtained it ...........ccovviiiiiiiiie e 14
May not be able to obtain it..........cccvviiiiiee e 15
Will not be able to obtain it..........c.ceevviiee i 9
LI BT PSPPIt 12

Lake Research Partners
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Now | am going to ask you some questions about your job.
DO NOT ASK Q21-23 IF RESPONDENT IS UNEMPLOYED & LOO KING FOR A JOB (Q3 = Yes)

21. How many jobs do you currently hold?

(@] ¢ [T PSSP SRRRPR 83
BT T PSSO PSSRRTR 13
(1Y Lo £ 1 g F= Lo T 1Yo J PP SRR 2

(AONE KNMOW) ..ttt a e et e e e e e e snnebee s 2

Y e 47
D10 ettt et e e e e e s e e r e e e n e 51
(o o]0 A g 1o .Y ) PR SRP 2

23. What kind of retirement plan do you currently participate in at your work, a pension, and a 401K, both or

neither?
o 01T 0 < (o] o LR PURRRP 15
AOTK tYPE PIAN 1o 29
BOTN e 19
NN .. 34
(DKIRE) ettt ettt 2

Now | would like to ask you a few questions about H  ealth Care

24. Do you have Health Insurance through your employer, your spouse’s employer, receive it elsewhere or do
you not have health insurance?

[ 001 o] o) V7= SO PP UR 57
SPOUSES EMPIOYET ...ttt 9
RECEIVE EISEWNEIE ... 15
DO NOt NAVE ... 17
(AON'T KNOW) ..t e e e e 1

25. In the last year, have you had to incur debt to pay for basic necessities like food, utilities and gasoline?

Y B ettt a e e e e 31
o T OO PP PPPRPP 67
(AON'T KNOW) ..ttt e e e e 2
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Now | am going to read you a list of different concerns that working people might have in America today.
For each one, even if it is not a problem right now, please tell me how much of a concern it is for you — a
very serious concern, a serious concern, a minor concern, or not a concern at all.

[READ FIRST ITEM.] How much of a concern is that for you personally — a very serious concern, a
serious concern, a minor concern, or not a concern at all?

very not  (don't not
ROTATE Q26 to Q34 serious serious minor atall know) serious serious

26. _Not having enough money for retirement

........................................................................... 42 35 14 8 1 77 22
27. _Losing your health care benefits

........................................................................... 45 26 11 15 3 72 25
28. _Not being able to afford health care when you or your family need it

........................................................................... 51 26 10 11 1 77 21
29. _Losing your home or never owning a home

........................................................................... 36 23 19 20 1 59 39
30. _Losing your pension benefits

........................................................................... 37 22 15 20 6 59 35
31. _Not being able to keep up with bills

........................................................................... 41 27 16 14 1 69 30

DO NOT ASK Q32 IF RESPONDENT IS UNEMPLOYED & LOOKIN G FOR A JOB (Q3 = Yes)

32. _Losing my job and not being able to find one with the same pay and benefits.

........................................................................... 38 27 16 18 2 65 33
33. _Not having time to spend with family

........................................................................... 34 28 18 19 2 62 36
34. _Having your standard of living slip further and further

........................................................................... 36 32 17 13 1 68 31

RESUME ASKING ALL

35. Do you think that you will retire younger, the same age or older than you estimated 5 years ago?

B 01814 [0 =] G PP PPUPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPIR 10
7= 10 (1S3 [ TR 28
(O] (6 = S PP O PP TPPPPUPPPI 55

(AON'EKNMOW) ..ttt e e e e e e e e e 7
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36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45,

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

Now, thinking about the American Dream, I'm going to read some achievements that some people say
are important for reaching the American Dream. For each one, please rate how important YOU think it is
for reaching the American Dream on a scale from 0 to 10, where 10 means it is extremely important, and
0 means it is not important at all, and 5 is neutral. You can choose any number between 0 and 10.

[READ ITEM]: On a scale from 0 to 10, how important is this for reaching the American Dream?

RANDOMIZE Q36 to Q50 MEAN 10 8-9 6-7 5 0-4 DK
_Owning your own home
............................................................. 8.7 65 17 5 7 5 0
_If you work hard and play by the rules you will get ahead
............................................................. 7.6 39 24 12 13 10 1
_One parent in a family being able to afford to stay at home to raise their young children if they want to
............................................................. 7.5 41 20 13 13 13 1
_That all working people are treated with respect and dignity
............................................................. 7.9 51 16 11 10 12 1
_Having affordable quality health care that you can depend on
............................................................. 8.7 61 18 9 6 5 0
_Having a secure and dignified retirement
............................................................. 8.6 59 20 8 6 7 1
_Being able to ensure your children have a good future
............................................................. 8.8 66 16 6 6 6 1
_Being able to work less and spend more time with your family and friends.
............................................................. 8.2 50 21 11 11 6 1
_Being free of credit card debt
............................................................. 8.5 60 18 7 6 8 0
_Being able to afford and to have the time to take care of aging parents or relatives
............................................................. 8.4 51 23 11 9 6 1
_SSA: Sending your children to post high school education such as college or technical school
............................................................. 8.5 60 18 8 6 7 2
_SSB: Helping pay for your children’s post high school education such as college or technical school
............................................................. 8.3 54 18 14 6 7 1
_Feeling secure in your job
............................................................. 8.6 57 23 8 6 5 0
_Being proud of the work you do
............................................................. 8.9 65 21 5 4 5 0
_Having your voice heard in the political process even if you are not wealthy or powerful
............................................................. 8.4 58 17 11 6 7 0

Lake Research Partners
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51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

Now | am going to read you some statements and | want you to tell me if you agree or disagree with each
statement.
[READ ITEM] Do you agree or disagree with that statement?
[If agree/disagree]: Is that strongly or not so strongly?
Strongly Not str  Not str Strongly (don't
ROTATE [Q51 TO Q56] agree agree disagreedisagree know) agree disagree

_SSA: If more working people working in the same industry joined together in unions, things could be
better for working people.
............................................................................... 38 30 15 11 6 68 26

_SSB: If more working people working in the same industry joined together in associations or
organizations, things could be better for them.
............................................................................... 44 34 10 8 4 78 18

_In America, everyone should have the right to join a union, without fear of retribution or intimidation
from their employer.
............................................................................... 62 24 6 4 3 86 10

_We cannot just depend on the marketplace, government has a responsibility to make sure that
Americans have health care insurance.
............................................................................... 61 21 9 7 2 82 16

_If working people got more politically active things could be changed for the better.
............................................................................... 54 30 7 5 3 85 12

_No matter what you hear about the economy, working families are falling behind.
............................................................................... 56 25 10 5 4 81 15

Lake Research Partners
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Now | am going to ask you a few questions for stati  stical purposes only

57. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Democrat, a Republican, an independent, or
something else? (IF "DEMOCRAT" OR "REPUBLICAN," ASK:) Would you call yourself a strong
(Democrat/Republican) or not a very strong (Democrat/Republican)? (IF "NOT SURE," CODE AS "NOT
VERY STRONG") (IF "INDEPENDENT," ASK:) Do you think of yourself as closer to the Republican Party,
closer to the Democratic Party, or do you think of yourself as strictly independent? (IF "NOT SURE,"
CODE AS "STRICTLY INDEPENDENT.")

S 0] aTo T 7= o Vo Tox = | 29 42
NOt very Strong DEMOCIAL.........oviii i 6
Independent/lean DEMOCKAL............cevveeeeiiiiiiiiieee e r e e e e s e e e e e 6
Strictly INdePENAENL.......ccoi e 23
Independent/lean RepUbIiCaN ...........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiie e 4
Not very strong RepUDBIICAN..........cccuiiiiiiie e 5
Strong REPUDIICAN......cccciiiiie e 15 23
ONET ettt e 5
(NOt SUIE/NOLNING) ©evveeeee it 8

58. How old are you? (IF REFUSED, ASK:) Well, would you tell me which age group you belong to? (READ
LIST.)

L8] To [Tt 1 T PPP R 0
L8720 ittt — ittt ————————ta———————————————————————_ 5
2024 ettt ——————————————t————————————ta——ta—ataartaratrrrrrrares 7
25520 Lttt —————————————————————————————t———tat—tttttaattaratrrttarenerrrrrrres 8
K0 7 S PRPPRUPURPRRRPRPRRTRt 8
KT 1 P UURRRPRRRPRPRRRRt 9
AO-44 ... ——————————— 15
A5-49 .o ——————————— 12
B0=54 ettt —————————————————————————t—a—tat—aatataattaratrrrannrnrrares 17
YL PR PPUURRRPRPRPRPPRRt 8
L0 7 P RUSUPRRPRRRPRPPRRRt 4
LTS 1 I UPUUPPRRRRRPRPPRRRt 1
0 2 P RPUSUPPRRRPRPRPPRTNt 1
P43 La Lo [0 (o L= SRR 1

(REFUSEA) ...t e e 3

59. Are you a current member of a labor union? (IF NOT CURRENT MEMBER, ASK:) Is anyone in your
household a current or retired member of a union?

Yes, current member of a labor union............cccceeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiee e, 13
Yes, current member in household ..., 4
Yes, retired member in household...............oooiieiiiiiiiiicc . 2
No, no one in household is union Member ..........cccooeeiieiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeee, 78
(NOL SUIB) ettt ettt e e ettt e e e e e et e e e e e e e e ennneeneeeas 3
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60. Are you currently married, unmarried with a partner, single, widowed, or divorced?

= T4 1= PRSP 60
Unmarried With PartNer .........ccoeei i 6
Y o | U SRERRR 21
R VAT [0 YT o SRS 3
D1V o] {od=To RS RPRR 8
(R ET=T0 ] SRS 1

61. What is the last year of schooling that you have completed? (DO NOT READ LIST.)

Ist through 11th grade........oeeeveeeiiiceee e 6
High school gradu@ate ............coeeeiiiciiiiiice e 30
Non-college post-high school (e.g., technical school) ..............cccooeunvneeen. 6
SOME COIBYE ... i e e e e e e 26
(070 ]1[=To [olo | = Lo L1 - {= SRR 22
Postgraduate SChOOI ...........ooviiiiiiiiiice e 10

NOU SUI ...ttt e e e e e e e e eneenennnes 1

DO NOT ASK Q62 IF RESPONDENT IS UNEMPLOYED & LOOKIN G FOR A JOB (Q3 = Yes)

62. Do you regularly work in the evenings or nights or on weekends?

Yes, eVENINGS/NMIGNTS ...uviiiiiii e e e 19
YES, WEEKENUS ...ttt e e e r e e e e e ennees 4
Y S, DOtN . —————————— 25
o PSSP 49
LRI ET=Te ] ) SR 2

Y S ettt e e e e e 40
[ o T O O P PP PPPPPP P 59
(o o]0 A g 1o .Y ) PSRRI 1

64. Which of the following three statements is most accurate for your household:

READ/DO NOT ROTATE:
Everyone in the household has health insurance coverage.................... 70

Some people in the household have health coverage,

and some currently do not have coverage...........ccocvvveeeiiiiiiiieeeee e 19
Nobody in the household currently has health coverage ...........coccuueee. 9
(o (o] 01 08 (1017 ) PSRRI 2
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ASK ONLY IF SOME OR ALL HAVE COVERAGE (Q64=1,2)
65. In the last three years, have you or any of your family members been without health care coverage?

1 30
L PSPPIt 67
(oo 0 1 0124 1o 1Y) S 4

66. Which of the following terms term do you think fits you best: worker, working family, working American,
working middle class, or middle class.

MVOTKET ..ttt e e s e b e e e e 10
WOrKiNG FamMIY ..oooeeeiiiiieecee e ree e 20
WOIKIiNG AMEIICAN.........ieiiiiiee et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e nnraraeeeeas 23
Working Middle CIass ........ccueeeiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 31
MIAAIE CIASS...ccc it 12
(oo 0 1 024 1o 1) SRS 4

67. Just to make sure we have a representative sample, could you please tell me whether you are from a
Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish-speaking background? [IF “NO”, ASK:] What is your race--white, black, Asian,
American Indian, or something else?

DO NOT READ
WHhIte/CaUCASIAN .....ovvviiiiieeeeieeeeee et e e e e e e et s e e e e eeeeaes 67
Black/African AMEIICAN ...........uueei it eeeans 12
HISPANIC/LALINO. ....eeiiie it 13
ASIAN/PaCifiC ISIANAET ......ccoeeiieeeee e 3
Native American/American INdian...........c.ccooovviiiiieeieeiieeeee e, 1
(011 1= o TR PRSP 3
(don't KNOW/TEFUSE)...... e 1

68. On average, how often would you say you attend church or religious services — once a week or more, once
or twice a month, several times a year, hardly ever, or never?

EVEIY WEEK OF MOIC...iiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e anneees 38
ONCE OF tWICE 8 MONEN .....eiiiiiiiii i 16
SEVEIal IMES @ YBAN ....eeiiiieiiiiiiiiei ettt e e e e e e e 10
NAFAIY BVEI ... 21
NBVET ..ottt e e et e e e e e s et e e e s e e e s 13
(o (o]0 A g 1o .Y ) PP SSPP 2
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