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[GENERAL 2008 ELECTION QUESTIONS]

1. Are you currently registered to vote?

Y e 100
1 T PSPPSR TERMINATE
(o [0 i AT 1.7 PR TERMINATE

2. Thinking about the November election for President, and other offices, how enthusiastic are you about
voting in the November election as compared to previous elections? Are you more enthusiastic about
voting than usual or are you less enthusiastic?

[IF MORE/LESS, ASK: Is that much (more/less) or somewhat (more/less)?]

MUCHh MOre ENENUSIASTIC .....cevvvveiei e e e e e e e e e e e e eeens 42 25
Somewhat More ENtNUSIASTIC..........cuvurieiiii e eeeaaaaaas 16 19
B A TSTET= L = 23 29
Somewhat 1SS ENtAUSIASTIC. ..........cuuviiiiiiiiiieeee e 8 12
MUCH 1SS BNNUSIASEIC ......ieevvviei et e et e e e e e eaaaaaes 9 12
L0 A=Y U (= 1 2
MOTE ENENUSIASTIC ...ttt e e e e e e e e e s saa e e s s ab e s eebaaeees 58 44

[T =T 011 g LU ESY Tz 1) ([T 17 25



CTW American Dream Election Poll - February 2008 Page 2
TOTAL TOTAL 9/07
(n=800) (n=800)
3.  What is the most important issue right now in determining your vote for president?
READ AND ROTATE
= Lo 16 23
(= (0 11 . 6 10
_the eCoNOMY AN JODS ......uiiiiiiii e 32 17
_health care and prescription drugS..........oou i 14 12
L0010 0 1o = LT ] o F PP UUTTP 6 6
B 3 L0 T = 1 IR 7= 10T 6 6
B <o L8 T= 1T o P 2 5
_Repairing infrastructure like roads and bridges ..........ccccveeeeiieiiiiiiiiee e 0 1
LI =0 =1 ]| R 1 1
2 3 = 3 2
_retirement and SOCIAl SECUNLY .........vuviiiiee i 4 6
_global warming and the environmMeNt...........cccvviieeie e 2 3
(o 11 1= ) SRR 5 2
(o o 8 0 T 1) SRR 3 4
4. Who has more influence on presidential elections today: big corporations and CEOs, or working people

like you?

[IF CORPORATIONS/WORKING PEOPLE, ASK: Is that a lot or a little?]

Corporations and CEOS @ 0t ........coiiiiiiiiiiie e 46 60
Corporations and CEOS @ little .......oc.eeeiiiiiieei e 6 10
Working PEOPIE @ T ......coii i 12 6
WOrKing PEOPIE @ 10 ...t 25 17
=1 T PSP 5 4
(o o 8 0 T 1) SRR 5 4
Corporations and CEOS.........uuuiiiieiiiiiiieire e e s sesee e e e e e s s e e e e e e s snnnrrreeeaeeeeanns 52 69
LAY 0 T T T o 1= o o L= P 37 23

5. *Which candidate is most influenced by big corporations and CEOs, [ROTATE] _Barack Obama [buh-
ROCK o-BAH-mah , the Democrat, or John McCain, the Republican?
(0] 0= 10 1 - VTP UPTR PP 19
1Y (ol @2 11 o BT TUEPPTR 39
(0010 ) PRSPPI 13
(R LCT11 0 1= o) TP PUP T RTUPPPPPRRP 10
(AON'T KNOW) ..ttt e e e et e e e e e e s sbbbbeeeaaaeeeaans 21

6. *Which candidate is most influenced by big corporations and CEOs, [ROTATE] _Hillary Clinton, the
Democrat, or John McCain, the Republican?
(O 1101 (o] o [P SRR 33
Y o O 1] o PSPPSR PTPPPRTPRRN 30
(21010 PSPPI 16
=11 1= o SRR 6
(o [0 i T 1) SR PRSRR 16
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[ASSESSMENT OF THE ECONOMY/ANXIETY]

7. * Generally speaking, do you think that the economy in this country is going in the RIGHT DIRECTION,
or do you feel the economy has gotten pretty seriously off on the WRONG TRACK?

LT |10 [T£=To3 1 o] o S PRRRR 17 30
1T T To 1 - T P 76 61
(o o i 4 T .7 SRR 7 9

8. *How about for people like you, do you think that the economy in this country is going in the RIGHT
DIRECTION, or do you feel the economy has gotten pretty seriously off on the WRONG TRACK?

(10| g1 8e [T =Tox 1 o] o DU PP RTURPPPPRRP 17 36
1T 0o I 1 = T TP PTT PP 76 57
(o (o]0 Il ([0 .7 ) TP PP EPTPRPN 7 7

9. Thinking about your own situation, what current economic issue are you personally most worried
about?
READ AND ROTATE

B o 131 o Yo 101 g o o R 5 6
_Rising health Care COSES.......uuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e 22 29
B 10 | 1= = V= 11 13
B NS = TN ST €= 11 =T 1T o | R 9 13
__Expenses like child care or college tuition ..........cccceevvevciiiiieee e 5 4
_EVEry day EXPENSES.......uuiiiiiiie e 11 9
_The rising COSt Of GASOIINE ......ooiiiiiiiiiie e 13 6
_RISING MOMQAage FALES ......eeeiiiieee e 2 2
_Lack of jobs that pay a wage that allows

YOU tO SUPPOIt @ FaMIlY ...eeeiiiiiii e 5 11
_The decline of the stock Market ... 2 2
_Credit Card AeDt.. .. ... ————— 1 0
_The federal budget deficit and national debt..............ccccviiiieiiiiiic e 5 0
(o 11 1= ) SRR 4 3
(o o 8 0 T 1) SRR 4 3

10. Thinking about the global economy, which is more important to you personally — economic opportunity
or economic security?

(0] 0] o To 14 (0] 011§ Y2 PPTT PR 25 25
7= To U 1 U PPTT PP 70 70
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) PP PPTPRP 5 5
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Now | am going to ask you a few questions about the American Dream.

11. Do you agree or disagree that the phrase “The American Dream” reflects the hopes and dreams of
American working families? (IF "AGREE/DISAGREE," ASK:) Is that strongly (agree/disagree) or
somewhat (agree/disagree)?

S 0] o] V= Vo | (== PSR 45
SOMEWHNAL BOIEE ...ttt e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e sanbbaeeeeaeas 26
SOMEWNAL QISAGIEE ....eeeiiieiiiiiiieie ettt e et e e e e e e e snbbaeeeaaaas 13
SEONGIY QISAGIEE ... ettt e e et r e e e e e e e e ranbbaeeeeaens 12
(o (o] 01 08 2( 010 V) TR SPRTRO 5
AGIEE .. 71
1S Vo [ == 24

12. Thinking about the American Dream and what that means to you and your family, do you think the
American Dream is obtainable, you have already obtained it, you may not be able to obtain it, you will
not be able to obtain it, or you are not sure?

IS OBLAINADIE ....eeeeeeee e —— 44
Have already Obtained it .........cceeiiiiiiieiie e 22
May not be able t0 0btaiN it..........cccuiiiiireee 15
Will not be able to obtain it...........c.ovviiieii e 8
NOT SUIE .ttt e e e e e et bbb e e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e eeebbbb e e e eeeeenes 11

13. _ Do you think it is becoming harder or easier these days to achieve the American Dream, or is it about
the same?

[ F= 10 [T PP OO PRSPPI 74
=S (=] OO PPPPTPRR 6
TN SAMIE ..ottt e e e e e e e aaaaaees 19
(o o 18 08 (3T 1.7 SRR 2

14. _Specifically, have the government policies of the last 7 years made it easier to achieve the American
Dream, harder, or no different?

[ F= U0 L= SRR 65
B ST ..ottt a ettt r e e aaaaes 7
thE SAME oo 24
(o o 18 08 (3T 1.7 SRR 4
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15. _ How much of a difference can the next president make in creating an America where every American
family has a chance to achieve the American Dream — a lot, some, a little, or not much at all?

YN (0] 7£<Y0] 4 LT
Alittle/Not MUCh At All.......cooeeeiieee e e

[GOALS OF THE AMERICAN DREAM]

I’'m going to read some goals that some people say are important for reaching the American Dream. For each
one, please rate how important it is for you personally as part of the American Dream. Use a scale from 0 to 10,
where 10 means it is an extremely important part of the American Dream for you, and 0 means it is not

important at all, and 5 is neutral. You can choose any humber between 0 and 10.

[READ ITEM]: On a scale from 0 to 10, how important is that to you as part of the American Dream?

ROTATE/RANDOMIZE Q16 to Q22
CODE ‘Don't Know’ =99

16. _ Being able to afford to own your own home

17. _ Being treated with respect for the work you do

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS
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18. _ Having affordable quality health care that you can depend on.
IMEAN L.ttt 8.9
O PP PP PR 65
S T ST ROU PR P PR TOURTRUPROPRTRTIN 16
ST TSP PP UUPPR PP 8
L TSP OTPTRTPP 7
L0 TR TR PTOTPTRTPR 3
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) PR P P PPTPRP 0
19. _Having a secure and dignified retirement
IMEAN L.ttt 8.8
O PP PP PR 59
B0 et 23
G OO PP P TR PR 8
LTS PT RPN 6
04 et 4
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) TP PPTPRP 0
20. _ Being able to ensure your children have the opportunity to succeed
Y N TR P PR UPPTOUPRRPPI 8.9
O PP UP P OTRP PP 68
S T ST ROU PR P PR TOURTRUPROPRTRTIN 17
G OO PP P TR PR 5
L PP PP PPRR 6
04 et 4
(o o 8 0 T 1) SRR 0
21. _Having a job that pays enough to support a family.
IMEAN L.ttt 9.0
O PP UP P OTRP PP 69
S OOV P PP TOURTUPROPROTIN 16
ST TSP PP UUPPR PP 6
L PO U R PTOTPTRTPP 5
L0 TR TR PTOTPTRTPR 3
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) PP PPTPRP 0

22.

_ Having benefits that fit your life in the new economy and follow you when you change jobs, move, or
become self-employed or unemployed.

IMEAN L.ttt 8.3

O PR P R PT RPN 51

B0 et 22

G OO PP P TR PR 9
LS P PR UPROPRPPRN 10

L0 TR TR PTOTPTRTPR 6

(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) PP PPTPRP 2
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23. * Which presidential candidate has the best vision for restoring the American Dream?

(DO NOT READ LIST)

B 1= Y @4 1 01 (o) o 18 30
B o) ] 11\ o @ 11 o [0S 22 1
_Barack Obama [ba-ROCK 0h-BAHM-ah] .........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 31 20
(AONE KNMOW) .ttt ettt e e e e e e st e e e e e e e s nbbbeeeeaaeeaaans 20 9
(011 1=] o T TP PPUUPUPPRRPR 10 40

24. * Which presidential candidate has the best vision for restoring the American Dream(ROTATE) _Barack
Obama (buh-ROCK o0-BAH-mah) the Democrat or John McCain, the Republican?

N Lo o o TN 1Y o = 1 o 29

_Barack Obama [ba-ROCK oh-BAHM-ah] ........cccccceiiiiiiiiiiiee e 40

(o o 8 08 (3T 1) PSSR 19

(011 1 =] o PSSR 12
[BARRIERS]

Now, still thinking about the American Dream, I'm going to read you a list of things that some people say are
reasons the American Dream is becoming more difficult to reach. For each one, please rate how convincing it
is as a reason for why the American Dream may be more difficult to reach. Use a scale from 0 to 10, where 10
means it is an extremely convincing reason, and 0 means it is not convincing at all as a reason, and 5 is
neutral. You can choose any number between 0 and 10.

[READ ITEM]: On a scale from 0 to 10, how convincing is this as a reason for why the American Dream may
be more difficult to reach? Remember this is not how much you agree with this, but how much you think it is a
reason why the American Dream may be more difficult to reach.

RANDOMIZE Q25 to Q35

CODE ‘Don't Know’ =99

25. * The government bails out corporations who gamble and lose in the markets, but average home
owners who play by the rules are facing foreclosure in record numbers.

IMEAN L.ttt 7.3
O PP PP PR 37
B0 et 20
G USRS PPRT PP ORI 10
L PPV PTTOURTRUPROPRRTIN 18
0 TSPV P PP OURTUPPOPRTRTIN 13
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) PR RPRPRP 2
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26. * Americans are in a debt crisis because the rising costs of everything from health care to gasoline

27.

mean we have to use credit cards just to make ends meet.

IMEAN L.ttt 7.4
O PP PP PR 43
S T ST ROU PR P PR TOURTRUPROPRTRTIN 20
S O TP TP PP UPRTOUPROPRTOTIN 11
L OO P PR TOP R UPROPROTIN 11
0 TSPV P PP OURTUPPOPRTRTIN 16
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) PR P P PPTPRP 0
* When corporations are profitable, the benefits are not shared with workers but go only to the top
IMEAN L.ttt 7.5
O PP PP PR 43
B0 et 20
G TSP PPRTPUPRORRPPRN 11
LSO PP PR PPN 11
04 e 15
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) TP PPTPRP 1

28. * Predatory lending corporations have robbed millions of hard working citizens of the American Dream

of home ownership

Y] N N SR PPPOTRRRPPI 7.2
(O O PPOTSPP 38
S RSO RUPPOTSRTR 20
TSSO 13
L USROS 12
USRS 15
(o o 8 0 T 1) SRR 2

IMEAN L.ttt 7.9
O PP UP P OTRP PP 49
S OOV P PP TOURTUPROPROTIN 20
ST TSP PP UUPPR PP 9
L PPV PTTOURTRUPROPRRTIN 11
0 TSPV P PP OURTUPPOPRTRTIN 11
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) PP PPTPRP 0
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30. * Multinational corporations have so much power they can drive down wages, eliminate health benefits
and pensions, and disregard labor laws.

IMEAN L.ttt 7.2
O PP PP PR 33
S T ST ROU PR P PR TOURTRUPROPRTRTIN 23
S O TP TP PP UPRTOUPROPRTOTIN 14
L OO P PR TOP R UPROPROTIN 11
0 TSPV P PP OURTUPPOPRTRTIN 16
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) PR P P PPTPRP 2
31. * The government doesn’t do enough to rein in greedy and unethical behavior by corporations and

CEOs.

IMEAN L.ttt 7.6
O PP PP PR 41
B0 et 22
G TSP PPRTPUPRORRPPRN 12
LSO PP PR PPN 12
04 e 12
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) TP PPTPRP 2

32. *The government gives tax breaks and special favors to the rich while neglecting working and middle
class families.

IMEAN L.ttt et ettt e st e e e st e e e st e e e e et e e e e nt e e e e e tar e e e antraeeeanraeen 7.4
1 PSPPSRI 41
S TSP SRPRR 22
B= 7 ettt ettt b et e R b et e b e e e e b e et e e e bt e e e e nnbae e e e nnnaees 11
L PRSPPI 9
02 ettt e a bt e e b et e e e bae e e e nbre e e e aneee 15
(o o 8 0 T 1) SRR 1
33. * Corporations are breaking their promises to their workers by cutting health care and retirement

benefits.

IMEAN L.ttt ettt e et et e e nnb e e e nnreee s 7.9
1 PSPPSRI 47
S TSP SPPPRR 21
B 7 ettt ettt e e e et —— e e e ettt e e e et b e e e e et t—ee e et beeeeeartae e e et beeeeaanreeeeaarreeaeaas 9
L PSPPSR 11
0 PSPPSR 11
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) PP PPTPRP 1
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34. * Corporations are moving millions of good paying middle class jobs overseas, leaving us with low

paying service jobs

IMEAN L.ttt ettt et e e re e e e nnree s 7.9
PP PPPTPPPRTPRPN 46
S TSP SRPRR 21
B 7 ettt ettt — e et — e e e — e e e et —— e e et ——t e ettt e e attaeeeatteeeeatreeeeanreees 13
LSRR 8
0 PSPPSR 11
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) PR P P PPTPRP 1
35. _Unfair trade agreements are making it harder for Americans to keep good jobs
IMEAN L.ttt ettt e et et e e nnb e e e nnreee s 7.7
PP PPPTPPPRTPRPN 42
S ST PP PR 22
B= 7 ettt ettt b et e R b et e b e e e e b e et e e e bt e e e e nnbae e e e nnnaees 14
LSOO 9
02 ettt e a bt e e b et e e e bae e e e nbre e e e aneee 13
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) TP PPTPRP 1
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[ACTION AGENDA]

Now thinking overall about the goal of making the American Dream more attainable. | am going to read some
steps that could be taken to help make the American Dream more attainable. For each one, please rate how
effective that step would be in making the American Dream more attainable. Use a scale from 0 to 10, where
10 means this step would be very effective, and 0 means the step is would not be effective at all, and 5 is
neutral. You can choose any number between 0 and 10.
[READ ITEM]: On a scale from 0 to 10, how effective would this step be in making the American Dream more
attainable?

RANDOMIZE Q36 to Q40
Code “Don’t Know’=99

RATING [0-10]

36. _ Creating partnerships of unions, businesses, and community organizations to work on innovative new

37.

38.

ways to create and keep good-paying jobs in America

Y] N N SR PPPOTRRRPPI 7.8
(O O PPOTSPP 41
S PO UPPOTSRTRN 23
SR PSP UPROPSRTR 14
LSS UPPOTSRTR 12
02 e e e ettt e et e te e e aree e e te e ettt e anteeenneeenneeennes 9
(o [0 8 0 T 1) SRR 1

Making sure the Government makes employers keep their promises to employees, including

Brotecting their pensions and health care

IMEAN L.ttt 8.4
O PP PP PR 52
B0 et 24
S O TP TP PP UPRTOUPROPRTOTIN 10
L OO U PP UPTRTPR 7
L0 TR TR PTOTPTRTPR 6
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) PP PPTPRP 1

_ Creating a more progressive tax system that is fair to workers and makes billionaires pay their fair
share in taxes

IMEAN L.ttt ettt e et et e e nnb e e e nnreee s 8.3
PSPPSR PTPPPRTPRPN 57

S ST PP PR 16

B= 7 ettt h e e et bt e e e b bt e e e e b b et e e et bt e e e e b beee e e abbeeeeeanreeeeaas 9
LSRR 9

0 RS OTPRR 8

(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) TP PPTPRP 1
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39. _ Creating a government guarantee that every American has access to quality, affordable health care.

40.

infrastructure and expanding renewable energy development.

O PP PP PR 50
B0 et 21
G TSP PPRTPUPRORRPPRN 13
LTS PT RPN 8
04 e 6
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) TP PPTPRP 1

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS

IMEAN L.ttt ettt et e e re e e e nnree s 8.2
PP PPPTPPPRTPRPN 55
S TSP SRPRR 18
B 7 ettt ettt e e e et — e e e et e e e et b——e e et b—ee e et baeeeeattae e e et beaeeaanreeeeearreeaeaas 9
LSRR 7
0 PSPPSR 10
(o (o] 0 I A (g T 1) PR P P PPTPRP 1
_ Making sure the government invests in jobs to stimulate the economy like rebuilding the national
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41. Are you a current or retired member of a labor union? (IF NOT CURRENT MEMBER, ASK:) Is anyone

42.

43.

44,

45,

in your household a current or retired member of a union?

Yes, current member of a [abor union..........ccocciii 10
Yes, retired member of a [abor unioN..........ccocii i, 5
Yes, current member in houSehold ... 3
Yes, retired member in household ... 4
No, no one in household is UNION MEMDET .........coiiiiiiiiiiii e 77
N eI U ] 1) I TP EPTPR P 1
Are you currently married, unmarried with a partner, single, widowed, or divorced?
Y= 15 1T ST ETPTR 61
Unmarried WIth PartNer........ ..o 4
S o | LSRR 15
LT [0 1o PP 10
D1V ] {o1=T o PP 9
LRSI LT 7= o 0 ) SRR 1
What is the last year of schooling that you have completed? (DO NOT READ LIST.)
Ist through 11th grade ........oeeevveeiiiiiee e 7
High SChOOl gradUaLe ...........ooiiiiiiieie e 29
Non-college post-high school

(e.9., technical SChOOI) ... 4
SOME COIBE ..ttt e e et e e e e e e e e ranbbaeeeeaens 24
COllEQE GratUALE .......eeii ittt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aans 25
Postgraduate SChOOI ...........eeiiiiiiiie e 11

AN = U PP 1
Do you have any children 18 years of age or younger living at home with you?
R =TT PSP PP PP PPPRPPP 34
o TR P TP PPRR PP 66
(o [o 0 i 4 T 1. SRR 0
Just to make sure we have a representative sample, could you please tell me whether you are from a

Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish-speaking background? [IF “NO”, ASK:] What is your race--white, black,

Asian, American Indian, or something else?

DO NOT READ

WhItE/CAUCASIAN .....evvviieiieeeeeeeetiee et e e e e e et et e e e e e e e eet e e e e e e e eesabba e aeeaeseenns 72
BIaCk/AfrICAN AMEIICAN .......oeuviiiee et e et e e e e e e e e e bbb eeeaeeeenns 13
HISPANIC/LALINO. ....ceiiiiiiiiiee et e e e e e e e e e aneeees 10
ASIaN/PacifiC ISIANET ............ooooiiii 0
Native American/American INAIaN...........ooovvvvviiiiiiiiieiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 1
(11 1= ) SRR 2
(dON't KNOW/TEIUSEA)....ece ittt e s e e e e e e e e 1
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