Change To Win
May 19-28, 2009
800 Non-supervisory workers nationwide

FINAL WEIGHTED TOPLINE

May
2009
Gender of respondent (n=800)
= 1T 52
FEMAIE ... e 48
Region
NeW ENgland .........c.oovveeieiiiiceeee e 5
Y Lo [0 | TSI 1 F= T g | o 14
East North Central.........ccuuveeeiiiiiiieeee e 15
West NOIrth CeNtral ........coeevveieiiiiiieeee e 7
SOULH AHANTIC. .. .cieee e e e 19
East SOUth Central .........c.uviiiiiiiiie e 6
West SOUth CENral .......coevveiiiiiie e 11
1Y/ 0101 0] = 11 o [T 7
== 101 | (o 16

Hello. This is (caller name). I'm calling from National Opinion Surveys. We are conducting a public opinion
survey and | would like to ask you some questions. | am not selling anything, and | will not ask for a
contribution.

Could | please speak with the (MALE/FEMALE) in your household, 18 years or older, who celebrated a
birthday most recently?

1. First, are you currently working full-time, working part-time, unemployed, looking for work, are you
retired, a full time student or are you a homemaker?

Working full tIMe .....eeeveeeiieeee e 57
WOrking Part iMe .....oeeeeeiiecieiieee e 20
Unemployed or looking for work ........................ GO TOQ5....23
RELIE .. TERMINATE ....... 0
Full time student ........ccccooiiiiiiiieee, TERMINATE ....... 0
Homemaker ... TERMINATE ....... 0

2. How would you describe your position in your company? Are you a...

READ CHOICES

Business owner of CEO .........ccccccvviiieennieenenne TERMINATE ....... 0
Manager Or SUPEIVISON ......c.covcvvrrrrreeeeesiiineneeneeenens ASK Q4 ....... 9
Company eXECULIVE ........cevveeriiiiiiiieeeee e e e TERMINATE ....... 0
Independent professional such as a

physician or lawyer..........ccccccoiiiiiiieniaennnne TERMINATE ....... 0
Independent CONraCtOr...........uuvviveee e 4
Hourly @emplOYEe.......uuviiie i 52
Salaried eMPIOYEE ........uueviieeiiiiiiee e 32

(@1 1=] o RSP ASK Q3....... 3

(DON't KNOW)..tiiiiiieeiiiiiieeee e ASK Q3........ 0
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IF ONLY Q2=8 or 9(OTHER OR DON'T KNOW)

3. Would you describe yourself as an owner, executive, manager, or none of those?

Yes, owner/executive/manager ..........ccccceeeeenne TERMINATE ....... 0
No, none of those ..., SKIP TO Q5.. 100
(DONt KNOW).ttteitieee ettt e e e e e s e e e e e e s snnanne e e e e e e s ennes 0

IF ONLY Q2=2(MANAGER OR SUPERVISOR)
4. Are you paid on an hourly basis?

5.

=TS TR 100
NO e TERMINATE ....... 0
(DON’t KNOW)...tvveeeeeeeeiciiiieeee e e e e TERMINATE ....... 0

In which of the following ranges does your personal annual income fall, before taxes?

READ CATEGORIES:

Below 20 thoUSANd ........coeveiiiiiieeee e 23
Between 20 and 30 thousand...........c..oouueeiiiiiiiiieieiceeeeee e, 18
Between 30 and 40 thousand..........ccceeveeeiiiieeeiieiieeeeeeeeee e, 16
Between 40 and 50 thousand...........cccoveeeeiiieveeieiieeeeeeeeiee e, 14
Between 50 and 75 thousand..........ccceoeeeeeiiieveiiiiieeeeeeeee e, 13
Between 75 thousand and 100 thousand..............cccoevvvvvveeneeennns 9
Over 100 thousand .........ccceueviveiiiieeiiieeeeeeane, TERMINATE ....... 0

(Don't know/refused): Is it more than 100 thousand or

less than that?
TERMINATE IF OVER $100,000 DON'T KNOW

REFUSED ...ttt 0
KEEP IF UNDER $100,000 DON'T KNOW REFUSED................ 7

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS
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6. Thinking about your own situation, what current economic issue are you personally most worried

7.

about?
READ AND ROTATE

And what current economic issue are you personally second most worried about?
READ AND ROTATE, OMIT CHOICE IN Q6

First choice

LOSING YOUT JOD ... 20
Rising health care COStS .......cccvvviveeiiice e 13
HIGNEI tAXES...iii it 13
A SECUNE retireMENT ...cccoiiiiieiieee et 12
Expenses like child care or college tuition............ccccceeeeeiniinnneen. 5
Every day expenses like food and gas.......ccccccoeccuviieeiieiiiinnnen. 10
Housing and mortgage COSES......uuiii it 5
Lack of jobs that pay a wage that allows you to support a

FAMILY .o 6
The decline of the stock market and the financial crisis............... 3
Declining or StagNant Wages ........ccccovvvuvrerereeeesiniiiieereeeesssseneees 1
Credit card debt or other eXpenses..........cccccceveeeviiicciiieeee e 2
The federal budget deficit and national debt.............cccccoovennneeen. 5

(131 ) PSR 5

(DON'T KNOW).c.iiiiiee ittt e ninee e 1

Second choice

LOSING YOUT JOD . 6
Rising health care COStS .........c.eeeiiiiiiiii e 13
HIGhEr taXES. ... 12
A SECUNE retireMENT ...ccooeiiiiiiieee et 12
Expenses like child care or college tuition............cccceeeeeiiniinnneen. 6
Every day expenses like food and gas.......c.ccccoecvviieeiieiiiiinnnen. 13
Housing and mMortgage COSES......uuiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 6
Lack of jobs that pay a wage that allows you to support a

FAMIIY . ————— 6
The decline of the stock market and the financial crisis............... 4
Declining or StagnNant Wages .......c.cccvveevvrerrreeeesiniieieereeeesssnsnenees 3
Credit card debt or other eXpenses ..o 2
The federal budget deficit and national debt .............cccccoiinnnen. 7

(@101 ) PR OUURUPPUPPR 4

(DONE KNOW)..ttitte ettt e e e e e e e 5

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS
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Combined

LOSING YOUT JOD ... 27
Rising health care COStS .......cccvvvivieiiiccee e 27
HIGNEI tAXES...iii it 25
A SECUNE retireMENT ...cccoi it 24
Expenses like child care or college tuition...........ccccccceeeeeinnnnee. 11
Every day expenses like food and gas.......c.ccccovcvvvieeiieiiiiinnen 23
Housing and mortgage COSES......uuii i 11
Lack of jobs that pay a wage that allows you to support a

FAMILY . 12
The decline of the stock market and the financial crisis............... 7
Declining or StagnNant Wages .......cccccvvvvuvirrireeeesiniiiieeeeeeessssneeees 4
Credit card debt or other eXpenses..........cccccveveeeivivcciiieeee e 3
The federal budget deficit and national debt..................cceee 11

(11T ) PSR 6

(DONt KNOW).ttteiieeee ettt e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e snanne e e e e e e e nnnes 5

Now I'd like to ask you about some public figures or groups. For each, please tell me whether you have a very
favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable impression.

If you haven't heard of the person {6}, or if you don't know enough about that person or group to have an
impression {5}, just say so and we will move on.

[REPEAT AS NEEDED] Do you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very
unfavorable impression of [NAME]?

RANDOMIZE Q8-Q14

8. Barack Obama

Very favorable. ... 38
Somewhat favorable ..., 27
Somewhat Unfavorable..........ccooooeeiiiiiiieieee e 9
Very unfavorable ... 18
N[0 X o] 114110 ] o AP PRRPR TP 9
N3V g 4 15T (o [ 0
Favorable. ... 65
UNTavorable ... 26

9. Republicans in Congress

Very favorable. ... 8
Somewhat favorable...........oooiiveeveiiiiieeeeee e 24
Somewhat unfavorable............oouueeeiiiiiiiie e 25
Very unfavorable ... 27
[\ [o X o] o114 110 ] o IO TP RURT R 16
N3V G 4 1ST=1 (o [T 0
Favorable. ... 32
UNFAVOrable ...cooeeeeiiceeeeeeee e 52

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS
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10. Democrats in Congress

Very favorable...........oovve oo 15
Somewhat favorable..........coooivveeeiiiiieeeeeee e 34
Somewhat Unfavorable...........coouueeiiiiiiiiiiie e, 17
Very unfavorable ... 21
[N [o X o] o114 110 ] o AP RURTR I 13
N3V g 4 1ST=1 (o [T 0
Favorable. ... 49
UNFAVOrable ...coveeei e 38
11. Rush Limbaugh [LIM-baw]
Very favorable...........oooveiiiii 9
Somewhat favorable..........ooooivveeieiiiiieeeee e 18
Somewhat unfavorable............couuueeiiiiiiiii e 13
Very unfavorable ... 34
[N\ 2 0] o] 1] T o 1SR 18
N3V g 4 1ST=1 (o [T 7
Favorable. ... 27
(010} = AV oY =1 o] [T 47
12. * Corporate CEOs
Very favorable........ ... 5
Somewhat favorable ..., 13
Somewhat unfavorable............coueeeeiiiiiiii e 29
Very unfavorable ... 35
[N\ 2 0] o] 1] T o 1SR 17
N[NV gl o TST= T (o 2
Favorable. ... 17
(010} = AV oY =1 o] [T 64

13. * Corporations

Very favorable. ... 12
Somewhat favorable.............viieiiiiiiiiiic, 37
Somewhat unfavorable..........cccooeviiiiiiiiii, 20
Very unfavorable ... 13
[N\ 2 0] o] 1] T o 1SR 17
[T CT g TS o 0
Favorable. ... 49
UNfavorable ... 33

14. * the federal government

Very favorable. ... 9
Somewhat favorable.............viieiiiiiiiiiic, 33
Somewhat unfavorable..........cccooovieiiiiiiii, 26
Very unfavorable ... 18
[\ [o X o] o114 110 ] o IO TP RURT R 13
NEVEN NBAIU ......uuvii i e e e e 0
Favorable. ... 42
UNfavorable ... 44

* Denote question asked of half the sample.

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS
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Now | know it is a long way off, but thinking about the general election in November of 2010, if the election
for U.S. Congress were held today, would you be voting for [ROTATE] _the Democratic candidate or _the
Republican candidate, or are you undecided?

[IF CANDIDATE] And do you support that candidate strongly or not so strongly?
[IF UNDECIDED] Well, as of right now, do you lean more toward _the Democratic candidate or _the
Republican candidate

Dem Cand—Strongly.......ccooiuuieiiiiieiiieiee e 33
Dem Cand—Not SO Strongly.........ccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e, 9
Dem Cand—Undecided Lean...........ooouuuieiiiiieiiiiiiiiiieeee e, 5
DEmM CaNnd ....oooiiiiiiiieii e 46
8 o To 1= Tod [0 1Yo PP RUTR R 24
REP CANd ..o 27
Rep Cand— Undecided Lean...........coocvvveeveeeeeiiiiiiieeee e 5
Rep Cand— Not SO Strongly.......ccceevvvviiiiieeee e 5
Rep Cand—Strongly.......ccooivuieiiieee e 17

(DONE KNOW) 1ttt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e eenes 2

(REFUSEA) ...t 1

15. * How would you rate the job being done by Democrats in Congress on helping working and middle
class Americans— EXCELLENT, GOOD, just FAIR, or POOR?

EXCEIIENTE ... 4
€70 o o SRR 25
B L1 a5 -] PR 38
P OO e ————— 27
(o o] 0 18 08 (31 1.7 PRSP 5
EXcellent /good ........oovvveiiiieee e 30
N U] B0 = VT g o Yo T 1 PR 65

16. * How would you rate the job being done by Republicans in Congress on helping working and middle
class Americans — EXCELLENT, GOOD, just FAIR, or POOR?

EXCEIIENTE ... 4
€70 o o PSR 16
B[ a0 - V] PR 38
P OO e ————— 37
(o o] 0 18 08 (31 1.7 IO PPEER 6
EXcellent /good ........oevvveeiiieee e 20
JUSE faAIr [POOT e 74

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

* For people like you, do you think that the economy in this country is going in the RIGHT DIRECTION,
or do you feel the economy has gotten pretty seriously off on the WRONG TRACK?

RIght dir€CtioN........cviiiiiiie e 30
WIEONQ TFACK .ot 62
(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 7

* For your family, do you think that the economy in this country is going in the RIGHT DIRECTION, or
do you feel the economy has gotten pretty seriously off on the WRONG TRACK?

RIght dir€CtON ... 26
WIEONQ TFACK ..ot 65
(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 8

Thinking about the economy, which is more important to you personally — economic opportunity or
economic security?

(O] o] o To 1 11 137/ 32
SBCUIMEY 1ottt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e s e e e e e e e s e e e e e e s snnannreeeeeeaannnes 66
(DONt KNOW).ttteieieee ettt e et e e e e et e e e e e e e snanne e e e e e e e nnnes 3

With the economy today, how realistic a goal is the American Dream for families like your family: very
realistic, somewhat realistic, not very realistic, or not at all realistic?

VEry raliStiC .....ccuviiieiei e 17
SOoMEWhat FEAlISTIC ........u i 49
NOt VEry re@liStiC .........ceeiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 21
Not at all FEALISHIC .....ceveiiieie e 12
(DON't KNOW)..eiiieiieieitee et e e e e e e 2
REAISTIC i 65
NOE FEAIISTIC covvvvvrei i e 33

In the past 12 months, have you or your family had to go into debt on your credit cards to pay for
routine living expenses like groceries, health care, prescription drugs or gas?

(= 30 31
o PP 69 67
(DK/REFUSEA) .evvieee ettt e e e e 1 2

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS
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ROTATE Q23/24 TO Q28

22. * Now I'd like to read you a pair of statements about solving America’s problems. Of the two, please
tell me which statement is closer to your own views.

[ROTATE STATEMENTS]
1. (Some/other people say) Government is the problem, not the solution.

2. (Some/other people say) We need to reform government to make it work for us. Our government
has to be part of the solution.

[IF STATEMENT 1 OR 2] Is that much closer or only somewhat closer?

First statement much ClOSEr ........coovuiiiiiiiii e, 18
First statement somewhat CIOSEr............oevviiveiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 7
Second statement somewhat CloSer .........cceeeeeiiiiiiiieiiiiieeeeeeeens 14
Second statement MUCH ClOSEr .........cooviiveiiieeeiiiiee e 52

(NeIther /DOth) .....ccooec e 8

(DONt KNOW).ttteieieee ettt e et e e e e et e e e e e e e snanne e e e e e e e nnnes 1
[T Y S K= 1 (=] 0 1 1] ) T 25
SeCoNd STALEMENT.....cuvei i e e e e 66

23. * Now I'd like to read you a different pair of statements about regulating corporations. Of the two,
please tell me which statement is closer to your own views.

[ROTATE STATEMENTS]

1. (Some/other people say) Too much government regulation interferes with the proper functioning of
the free market. We need across the board tax cuts and less regulation to let the free market function
to create jobs and grow our economy.

2. (Some/other people say) Our current crisis was the result of deregulation and lack of corporate
oversight that let greed run wild without common sense rules to protect us. We need government
oversight and enforcement to hold big corporate interests and C.E.O’s accountable.

[IF STATEMENT 1 OR 2] Is that much closer or only somewhat closer?

First statement much ClOSEer ..., 25
First statement somewhat ClOSEer...........ccccoeeeeeieii, 12
Second statement somewhat CloSer ...........ccccceeeeeeeeieeeeeee, 15
Second statement much ClOSer...........cvveeiiieiiiiiiiiiiee e, 40

(NeIther /DOtN) ..o 8

(DONE KNOW)..ttitieee ettt e e e e e e e e 1
First statement ....ccooeieiiieieiee 37
Second statement........coooiiiiii, 54

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS
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24. * Now I'd like to read you two more statements. Of the two, please tell me which statement is closer to
your own views.

[ROTATE STATEMENTS]

1. (Some/other people say) We should not spend billions on major reforms in areas like health care,
energy, and education unless we first stabilize the economy and can keep spending low.

2. (Some/other people say) The time to act on health care, energy, and education is now. When we
don't take action these problems get worse and cost much more. We need to act now to stabilize our
economy, create new renewable energy jobs, and make sure working Americans can afford quality
education and health care.

[IF STATEMENT 1 OR 2] Is that much closer or only somewhat closer?

First statement much ClOSEr .........couueiiiiiiei e, 23
First statement somewhat ClOSEr...........ooovvvveviieeiiiiiiieeeieee e 7
Second statement somewhat CloSer .........cceeeeeviiiiiieiiiiiieeeeeeeens 14
Second statement MUCH ClOSEr .........cooviiveiviieiiieieeee e 47

(NeIther /DOth) .....cco o 6

(DONt KNOW).etteiiieee ettt e et e e e e e st e e e e e e s snnanae e e e e e e e nnnes 2
[T oY S K= 1 (=] 0 1 1] ) T 30
SecoNd StAtEMENT......uveiiiiieiieeeee e e eens 62

25. * Now I'd like to read you two more statements. Of the two, please tell me which statement is closer to
your own views.

[ROTATE STATEMENTS]

1. (Some/other people say) We should not spend billions on major reforms in areas like health care,
energy, and education unless we first stabilize the economy and can keep spending and taxes low.

2. (Some/other people say) The time to act on health care, energy, and education is now. When we
don't take action these problems get worse and cost much more. We need to act now to stabilize our
economy, create new renewable energy jobs, and make sure working Americans can afford quality
education and health care.

[IF STATEMENT 1 OR 2] Is that much closer or only somewhat closer?

First statement MUCh CIOSEN ........coeuvveeiiiiiiiieee e 22
First statement somewhat ClOSEr...........cooovvvevvviiiiiiieeeeeeie e, 11
Second statement somewhat CloSer .........ccooovvveeveiiiiiiceiieeeeee, 15
Second statement MUCh CIOSEr ..........ueviiiiiiiiie e, 44

(NeIther /DOtN) ..o 6

(DONE KNOW)..ttitte ettt e e e e e e e 2
First StatemMeNt ... .coii i 33
SecoNd StAtEMENT......uveiiiiieiieeeece e e eees 59

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS
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26. * Now I'd like to read you two more statements. Of the two, please tell me which statement is closer to
your own views.
[ROTATE STATEMENTS]

1. (Some/other people say) The American Dream is about being free from government interference and
excessive taxation so we can have the opportunity to start our own business, keep more of our
money, and achieve individual success. When the government taxes, spends, and regulates too
much, that just makes it even harder for people to own their own business, create jobs, or provide for
their families.

2. (Some/other people say) The American Dream is about having economic security for yourself and
your family, and having the opportunity to succeed with hard work. It's about a good job, affordable
healthcare, and a secure retirement. Government needs to be a partner helping create good jobs,
provide affordable, quality healthcare, and investing in education and training.

[IF STATEMENT 1 OR 2] Is that much closer or only somewhat closer?

First statement MUCh CIOSEN ........coeuvveeiiiiiiiiieee e 22
First statement somewhat ClOSEr...........oooovvvevvveeiiiiiiieeeieee e 9
Second statement somewhat ClOSEr .........ceeeeeiiiiiiiiiiciiieeeeeeeens 15
Second statement MUCH ClOSEr ........ocoovvivviiiieiiieiieee e 44

(NeIther /DOtN) ..o 8

(DONE KNOW)..ttitte ettt e e e e e e e 2
First StatemMeENt . ... 31
SecoNd StAtEMENT......uveiiii i e eeens 59

27. * Now I'd like to read you two more statements. Of the two, please tell me which statement is closer to
your own views.
[ROTATE STATEMENTS]

1. (Some/other people say) The American Dream is about being free from government interference and
excessive taxation so we can have the opportunity to start our own business, keep more of our
money, and achieve individual success. When the government taxes, spends, and regulates too
much, that just makes it even harder for people to own their own business, create jobs, or provide for
their families.

2. (Some/other people say) The American Dream is about having economic security for yourself and
your family, and having the opportunity to succeed with hard work. It's about a good job, affordable
healthcare, and a secure retirement. Government needs to fight to protect people from insurance
companies and big corporate interests that are hurting workers and families.

[IF STATEMENT 1 OR 2] Is that much closer or only somewhat closer?

First statement Much CIOSEr .........c.vviiiiiiiiiiiiiice e, 22
First statement somewhat ClOSEer...........cccceeeeeeiiii, 13
Second statement somewhat CloSer ............cccceeeeeeeeieieieeee, 15
Second statement much CloSer..........ccccceevii, 39

(NeIther /DOth) .....cco o 9

(DONt KNOW).etteiiieee ettt e et e e e e et e e e e e e e snnannn e e e e e e e nnnes 2
First Statement . ..o 35
Second StatemeNnt........coooiiiii i, 54

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS
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28. Now I'd like to read you two more statements. Of the two, please tell me which statement is closer to

your own views.
[ROTATE STATEMENTS]

1. (Some/other people say) The recent economic problems are a sign of a more fundamental and
permanent shift that will require us to accept a lower standard of living and less economic growth.

2. (Some/other people say) The recent economic problems in the country are only a temporary
recession and we will eventually turn things around.

[IF STATEMENT 1 OR 2] Is that much closer or only somewhat closer?

First statement much CIOSEr .........c.veeiiiiiiiiicce e, 17
First statement somewhat ClOSEr........ccccoeevvvvviiiiiieeeeieeiicee e, 12
Second statement somewhat CloSer .......ccooeeevvvviviiieeiieeeeeeiiinnnn, 17
Second statement much CloSer..........ccccceevei, 42

(NeIther /DOth) .....cce i 7

(DONt KNOW).ttteitieee ettt e e e e e s e e e e e e s snnanne e e e e e e s ennes 5
First Statement .. .ccoooeeiiecce e 29
Second StateMENT.....coiii i 59

END OF ROTATION

29. Looking to the next generation, the way things are going now, do you feel the American Dream will be
easier to reach than today, harder to reach, or will it be the same?

[ F= 10 [ PRSPPI 65
BASIOE et 12
THE SAME ... i 18

(DONE KNOW)..ttitte ettt e e e e e e e 4

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS



CTW American Dream May 2009 Page 12
[GOALS OF THE AMERICAN DREAM]

I’'m going to read some goals that some people say are important for reaching the American Dream. For each
one, please rate how important it is for you personally as part of the American Dream. Use a scale from 0 to 10,
where 10 means it is an extremely important part of the American Dream for you, and 0 means it is not
important at all, and 5 is neutral. You can choose any humber between 0 and 10.

[READ ITEM]: On a scale from 0 to 10, how important is that to you as part of the American Dream?
ROTATE/RANDOMIZE Q31 to Q37
CODE ‘Don't Know’ =99

30. Being able to afford to own your own home

== o 8.9
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiiiiiiiiieieeee e 62
B D e naraes 22
ST PP RR 8
B NEULFAL .. 6
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............ooouuviiiiiiiiii e 2
(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 0
31. Being treated with respect for the work you do
VLA .. s 9.1
10 - Extremely important ........c..eevvveeiviiciiieeee e 64
B D s 24
B = 7 et e b 6
B = NEULTAL ..o 3
0-4-Notimportant at all............ccccvvveerereeeiiireeee e, 2
(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 0
32. Having affordable quality health care that you can depend on.
MBAIN ... 9.1
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeieiiiiiiieieeee e 65
B D e naraes 22
ST PP RR 8
B NEULFAL .. 3
0-4-Notimportant at all............ccccvvveerereeeiiireeee e, 2
(DONT KNOW) ...ttt 0
33. Having a secure and dignified retirement
VLA .. s 9.0
10 - Extremely important ..........eevveeeeiiiciieieee e 62
B D s 24
ST PSPPI 6
B NEULFAL .. 4
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............oocuviiiiiiiiii e 2
(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 1

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS
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34. Being able to ensure your children have the opportunity to succeed

== o RS TRSSPPNt 9.2
10 - Extremely important ..........eevvveeiiiiciieeeee e 70
B D s 18
ST PSP RP 6
B—NeUtral .....cooovviiiiiii 3
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............ooouuviiiiiiiiii e 2

(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 1

35. Having a job that pays enough to support a family

IMIBAN ...ttt 9.4
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiriiiiiiieieee e 75
B D s 16
B = 7 et anraes 4
B — NEULTAl ..o 3
0-4-Notimportant at all............cccvvvvevieeeeiiiieee e 2

(DONTKNOW) ..tieiiieee et e e e e e e e e e ennes 1

36. Owning your own small business

== o RSP RRSSPPP 6.9
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiiiiiiiiieieeee e 30
8 — Db 15
B = 7 ettt a e e e e e e e e aaaaa e 17
B NEULral ...cooiiiiieieieeeeeeeee 24
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............occuuiieiiiiiiii e 13

(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 1

[BARRIERS]

Now, still thinking about the American Dream, I'm going to read you a list of things that some people say are
reasons the American Dream is becoming more difficult to reach. For each one, please rate how convincing it
is as a reason for why the American Dream may be more difficult to reach. Use a scale from 0 to 10, where 10
means it is an extremely convincing reason, and 0 means it is not convincing at all as a reason, and 5 is
neutral. You can choose any number between 0 and 10.

[READ ITEM]: On a scale from 0 to 10, how convincing is this as a reason for why the American Dream may
be more difficult to reach? Remember this is not how much you agree with this, but how much you think it is a
reason why the American Dream may be more difficult to reach.

RANDOMIZE Q38 to Q45

CODE ‘Don't Know’ =99

37. * The government has been bailing out corporations who gamble and lose in the markets, while
average Americans are losing their health benefits, retirement savings, and even their jobs.

IMIBAN ..ttt 7.8
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeieiiiiiiieieeee e 40
B D e naraes 24
B = 7 ettt e a e e e e a e e e araaa e 13
B = NEULTAl ..o 11
0-4-Notimportant at all............ccccvvveerereeeiiireeee e, 9

(DONTKNOW) ..tieiiieee et e e e e e e e e e ennes 3

LAKE RESEARCH PARTNERS



CTW American Dream May 2009 Page 14

38. * Americans are in a debt crisis because the rising costs of everything from health care to gasoline
mean we have to use credit cards just to make ends meet.

MEAN ...t 6.9
10 - Extremely important ..........eevvveeiiiiciieeeee e 33
8 = 0 18
B = 7 e 16
S5—Neutral........cccocoiiiiiiiiiiiii 12
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............occuuiieiiiiiiii e 19
(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 3
39. * The failure of Congress to pass tough standards of accountability and provide oversight on big
corporations
MEAN ..ottt 7.5
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiriiiiiiieieee e 31
8 = 0 24
B = 7 e 22
5= Neutral ..o 9
0-4-Notimportant at all............cccvvvierieeeiiiie e, 11
(DONTKNOW) ..tieiiieee et e e e e e e e e e ennes 3
40. * When corporations are profitable, the benefits are not shared with workers but go only to the top.
MEAN ...t 7.6
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiiiiiiiiiieeee e 41
8 = 0 23
B = 7 e 14
S5—Neutral........ccooiiiiiiiiiiii 9
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............occuuiieiiiiiiii e 12
(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 1
41. * Corporations have gained too much power in the political system and that has hurt working people.
MEAN ...t 8.0
10 - Extremely important ..........oevveeeeviiciieenee e 43
8 = 0 24
B = 7 e 13
5= Neutral ..o 9
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............ocouviiiiiiiiiie e 8
(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 3
42. * Corporations are breaking their promises to their workers by cutting health care and retirement
benefits.
MEAN ..ottt 7.7
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiiiiiiiiiieeee e 40
8 = 0 24
B = 7 e 13
5—Neutral ... 9
0-4-Notimportant at all............ccccvvvierieeeiii e, 13
(DONTKNOW) ..tieiiieee et e e e e e e e e e ennes 1
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43. * Corporations are moving millions of good paying middle class jobs overseas, leaving us with low
paying service jobs

== o 8.1
10 - Extremely important ..........eevvveeiiiiciieeeee e 46
B D s 23
B — 7 ettt e a e e e e e e e e e araaa e 12
B = NEULAl .. 10
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............ooouuviiiiiiiiii e 8

(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 1

44. * The influence of corporate lobbyists has led to inaction by Congress on issues like protecting
American jobs and access to healthcare

MBAN ... 7.5
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiriiiiiiieieee e 35
B D s 23
B = 7 e e e e e 17
B = NEULTAl ..o 13
0-4-Notimportant at all............cccvvvierieeeiiiie e, 10

(DONTKNOW) ..tieiiieee et e e e e e e e e e ennes 1

[ACTION AGENDA]
Now thinking overall about the goal of restoring the economy and the American Dream. | am going to read
some steps that the President and Congress could take to help restore the economy and the American Dream.
For each one, please rate how effective that step would be in restoring the economy and the American Dream.

Use a scale from 0 to 10, where 10 means this step would be very effective, and 0 means the step would not
be effective at all, and 5 is neutral. You can choose any number between 0 and 10.

[READ ITEM]: On a scale from 0 to 10, how effective would this step be in restoring the economy and the
American Dream?

RANDOMIZE Q46 to Q60

CODE ‘Don't Know’ =99

45, Change lending and mortgage policies to protect people from predatory lending policies.

MBAIN ... 7.9
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeiiiiiiiiiieieeee e 39
B im0 e 27
B — 7 et bbb e be e e e 13
B = NEULAl ... 11
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............oocuviiiiiiiiii e 7

(DONTKNOW) ..tieiiieee et e e e e e e e e e ennes 2

46. Strong enforcement of the laws to prevent discrimination and ensure that women and minorities get
equal pay and have equal opportunity

VLA .. s 8.2
10 - Extremely important ..........eevvveeiiiiciieeeee e a7
B D e 24
B = 7 e e e e e 12
B NEULFAL .. 8
0-4 - Notimportant at @ll............oocuviiiiiiiiii e, 7

(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 1
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47. Use trade agreements and the tax code to crack down on the corporations who are moving millions of
good paying middle class jobs overseas, leaving us with low paying service jobs

== o 8.2
10 - Extremely important ..........eevvveeiiiiciieeeee e 48
B D s 23
B — 7 ettt e a e e e e e e e e e araaa e 12
B NEULFAL .. 6
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............ooouuviiiiiiiiii e 9

(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 2

48. Create a more progressive tax system that is fair to workers and makes billionaires pay their fair share
in taxes

IMIBAN ...ttt 8.1
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiriiiiiiieieee e 48
B D s 23
B = 7 e e e e e 10
B — NEULTAl ..o 9
0-4-Notimportant at all............cccvvvvevieeeeiiiieee e 9

(DONTKNOW) ..tieiiieee et e e e e e e e e e ennes 2

49. * Enact health care reform to guarantee every American access to quality, affordable health care giving
the choice of a private plan or a public health insurance plan

MBAN ...t 7.9
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiiiiiiiiiieeee e 46
8 — D e s 21
B = 7 e 13
B = NEULAI ...eeiiiiiie e 8
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............occuuiieiiiiiiii e 11

(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 1

50. * Require large employers that don’t offer health coverage to their employees to contribute a
percentage of their payroll toward the cost of their employee’s health care

VLA .. s 7.9
10 - Extremely important ..........oevveeeeviiciieenee e 41
B D e 26
B = 7 e e e e e 15
B — NEULTAl ..o 7
0-4 - Notimportant at @ll............oocuviiiiiiiiii e, 9

(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 1

51. * Create green manufacturing jobs in renewable energy technologies such as solar, wind, geothermal,
and biomass.

VBN ...t 8.0
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiiiiiiiiiieeee e 41
B — D et nnraes 25
B = 7 ettt e e e r e e e re e e e nraaa e 16
B — NEULTAl ..o 9
0-4-Notimportant at all............ccccvvveerereeeiiireeee e, 7

(DONTKNOW) ..tieiiieee et e e e e e e e e e ennes 2
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52. * Create clean manufacturing jobs in renewable energy technologies such as solar, wind, geothermal,
and biomass.

MBAN ...t 8.0
10 - Extremely important ..........eevvveeiiiiciieeeee e 41
8 D s 24
B — 7 ettt e be e aane e 15
B = NEULAl ...oeiiiieieee e 11
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............ooouuviiiiiiiiii e 7
(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 1
53. * Create jobs working on infrastructure projects such as improving mass transit, repairing bridges and
roads
MBAIN ... 8.0
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiriiiiiiieieee e 40
8 D s 27
B — 7 e 18
B = NEULTAL ..o 8
0-4-Notimportant at all............cccvvvvevieeeeiiiieee e 7
(DONTKNOW) ..tieiiieee et e e e e e e e e e ennes 0
54. * Create jobs working on public works projects such as improving mass transit, repairing bridges and
roads
MBAN ...t 7.9
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiiiiiiiiiieeee e 35
B D bbb 32
B — 7 et bbb e e be e aane e 15
B = NEULAI ...eeiiiiiie e 9
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............ooouuviiiiiiiiii e 8
(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 1
55. * Index the minimum wage to provide for annual cost of living adjustments.
MBAN ...t 7.7
10 - Extremely important ..........oevveeeeviiciieenee e 40
8 D s 25
B — 7 e 14
B = NEULTAL ..o 7
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............occouuiiiiiiiiiiie e 11
(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 3
56. * End the tax loophole that lets Wall Street hedge fund managers be taxed at a lower rate than the rest
of us.
MEAN ...t 7.7
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeeiiiiiiiiiieeee e 45
B im0 e 19
B — 7 et bbb e be e e e 11
B = NEULTAL ..o 10
0-4-Notimportant at all............ccccvvreerieeeiiie e, 12
(DONTKNOW) ..tieiiieee et e e e e e e e e e ennes 3
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57. * Expand programs and loans to help pay for college or post-high school training for individuals.

VLA .. s 8.0
10 - Extremely important ..........oevveeeeviiciieenee e 40
S PRSP 29
B = 7 ettt e a e e e e a e e e araaa e 13
B NEULFAL .. 9
0-4 - Notimportant at @ll............oocueviiiiiiiiiie e 8

(DON"T KNOW) ..ttt 2

58. * Expand programs and loans to help pay for training and apprenticeship programs for individuals who
are not going to 4 year colleges.

VBN ...ttt 8.0
10 - Extremely important ........c..eevvveeiiiiciieenee e 40
B D e 25
B = 7 e e e e e 15
B = NEULTAl ..o 12
0-4-Notimportant at all............cccvvvviveeeeeiiiieee e 7

(DONTKNOW) ..tiiiiieee et e e e e e s e ennes 1

59. Establish a retirement plan that provides a lifetime pension guaranteed by the government, with
employers bearing at least half the cost and employees contributing.

MBAIN ... 7.6
10 - Extremely important ..........oeoeiiiiiiiiiieieeee e 37
B D bbb 25
B — 7 et bbb e be e e e 14
B NEULFAL .. 9
0-4-Notimportant at @ll............occouuiiiiiiiiiiie e 13

(DONTKNOW) ..tieiiieee et e e e e e e e e e ennes 3
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Now | am going to ask you a few questions for statistical purposes only.

60. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Democrat, a Republican, an independent, or

something else? (IF "DEMOCRAT" OR "REPUBLICAN," ASK:) Would you call yourself a strong
(Democrat/Republican) or not a very strong (Democrat/Republican)? (IF "NOT SURE," CODE AS
"NOT VERY STRONG") (IF "INDEPENDENT," ASK:) Do you think of yourself as closer to the
Republican Party, closer to the Democratic Party, or do you think of yourself as strictly independent?
(IF "NOT SURE," CODE AS "STRICTLY INDEPENDENT.")

SronNg DEMOCIAL ....ccvvviiiiiiiiiiiieieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 34
NoOt very sStrong DemOCTaL........ccoooeieiiie e 7
Independent/lean DemMOCKaAL ...........cooiiiiiiiiiieeeieeee e 7
DEMOCTAL ..eeiiieiiiiiiieeee e 48
Strictly independent ..o 15
REPUDBIICAN covvieii e 31
Independent/lean Republican..........cccccovviiiiniiin e, 7
Not very strong Republican ...........occccvviiiiiini e, 6
Strong RepUbIiCAN .......ccooiiiiiiiie e 18

(131 ) PSR 3

(NOt SUre/NOtNING) ... 3

61. What is your age? | am going to read you some categories. Please stop me when we get to your
category.

READ CATEGORIES:

18-24 YRAIS ... 9
25-29 e 9
3034 8
3530 s 14
AO-A4......oeeeeee e 10
A5-49 ... 13
50-54 .. 11
5550 11
BO-64 ...t 8
8569t s 3
TO-T4 e 2
OVEE T4 .o 2

(REFUSEA) ...t 2

62. Are you currently married, unmarried with a partner, single, widowed, or divorced?

Y= T4 1T F PP RURP R 62
Unmarried With PartNer ... 6
SINGIE e 20
WIOWE ...t 4
D1V ] (o= o FO PSP RR 7

(R LTT=Te ] PSR 1
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63. What is the last year of schooling that you have completed? (DO NOT READ LIST.)

Ist through 11th grade ........cccvviieeee i 5
High school graduate...........ccuveeiiiiiiiiiie e 25
Non-college post-high school (e.g., technical school).................. 5
SOME COIEGER ...t 27
College graduate ............ceeeiiiiiiiiiiiieiae e 26
Postgraduate SChOO!..........oocuiiiiiiii e 11

NOE SUIE ...t 1

64. Are you a current or retired member of a labor union? (IF NOT CURRENT MEMBER, ASK:) Is anyone
in your household a current or retired member of a union?

Yes, current member of a labor union .........ccccccvvvvvvveiiiiiinennnn.. 11
Yes, retired member of a labor union..........ccccccc 4
Yes, current member in household .............ccccccoo 2
Yes, retired member in household ............ccccco, 3
No, no one in the household............cccceeeieiii, 80

65. * How likely do you think it is that someone you know or a member of your family may lose their health
insurance in the next year: very likely, somewhat likely, not too likely, or not likely at all?

VErY TKEIY oo 24
SOMEeWhat lIKEIY .....ooooiiiie e 28
NOt tO0 HKEIY ..o 21
Not likely at @ll..........ooeeeeieii e 19
(DON't KNOW)..eiiieieiiiieee et e e e e e e 7
(REFUSEA) ...ttt 0
LTKIY e 52
NOTE TTKEIY e 40

66. * How likely do you think it is that someone you know or a member of your family may lose their job in
the next year: very likely, somewhat likely, not too likely, or not likely at all?

VEIY KEIY v 28
Somewhat lIKelY........cevvvieiieii e 30
NOt tO0 HKEIY ..o 19
Not likely at @ll..........ooeeeeieei e 12
(DON't KNOW)..eiiiieiiiiiiiee ettt a e 10
(REFUSEA) ...ttt 1
LIKIY et ——— 58
N o) 1= YRR 31
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67. Which of the following terms term do you think fits you best: worker, working family, working American,
working middle class, or middle class.

RANDOMIZE

WVOPKET .ttt a e e 9

WOrking Family ........eooiieiiiiiiiee e 19

WOrKiNG AMEIICAN ...cceiieiiiiiiiiieeee et 21

Working Middle Class........ccuueiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 31

MIddIE CIASS ..o 17
(DONTKNOW) ..tieiiieee et e e e e e e e e e ennes 4

68. Just to make sure we have a representative sample, could you please tell me whether you are from a
Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish-speaking background? [IF “NO”, ASK:] What is your race--white, black,
Asian, American Indian, or something else?

DO NOT READ

WhItE/CAUCASIAN ..vevvieiiiiieeiiee e e e 68

Black/African AMEIICAN .....uueviiiiiiieeieee e 14

HISPANIC/LAtINO .......eviiiiiieiiieieeee e 11

ASIaN/PaCifiC ISIANAET .......cevniiiieeeeie e 2

Native American/American INndian .........cccooooeveeiiiiiiiiiiiin e 1
(OFNE) e 2
(Don't KNOW/TefUSEA)......eeeiiieiiiiiiiiieiee e 2
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