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Methodology

Interview Dates: August 13 - 19, 2008.

700 interviews of a random sample of non-supervisory workers
nationwide.

Sampling error is +/- 3.7% for the full sample, higher among split
sampled questions.

‘Non-supervisory workers’ are comprised of workers who are not:
full-time students, nor retired persons, nor business owners or
CEQOs, company executives, managers, or professionals such as
doctors or lawyers, but who are: either employed or looking for
work, and earn $100,000 per year or less.
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STRATEGIC SUMMARY

Working Americans are enthusiastic about the upcoming presidential election
and are looking to the next president to help restore the American Dream.

- This is particularly true of “Reagan Democrats”* who solidly support Senator
Obama and now reject the Bush/Reaganomic policies.
Workers continue to feel the American Dream is slipping away from them.

- They are very negative about the direction of the economy, and they strongly
believe it is getting harder to achieve the American Dream.

- Few believe that with the way things are going now, their children will be better
off in the future.

- They also believe that the government policies of the past eight years have made it
harder to achieve the American Dream.

Working Americans, including Reagan Democrats, support Barack Obama over
John McCain in the race for president, and believe that he has the better
vision for restoring the American Dream.

- They also firmly believe that Obama understands the economic struggles of

working families and will be able to improve the wages and working conditions of
American workers if he is elected president.
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STRATEGIC SUMMARY

Having a job that pays enough to support a family is the top goal
associated with the American Dream.

Working Americans want the next President to take on a strong
health care reform agenda as a way to make the American Dream
more attainable.

Senator Obama enjoys a strong lead among working Americans
overall, though he is locked in a dead heat with Senator McCain
among white working Americans.

A strong majority of these white workers believe Senator Obama
understands their struggles, would be able to improve wages and
working conditions if he were President, has the best vision for
restoring the American Dream, and best represents the values of
the American Dream.

By bringing the American Dream agenda front and center to the
debate, Senator Obama can open up a lead among white American
workers.
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Senator Obama is viewed favorable by
almost 2-to-1 among among working
Americans. Views on McCain are mixed.

Unfavorable Favorable

Barack Obama 61%

White (%fav/unfav)
«Obama- 50%/40%

*McCain- 53%/38%

John McCain 47%

Latinos
«Obama- 88%/10%

*McCain- 28%/54%

George Bush 64% 31% Reagan Dems*

eObama- 82%/12%
eMcCain- 26%/61%

Darker colors=Intensity

5 *Voters who say that the statement “Government is the problem, not the solution,”
is much closer or somewhat closer to their view than the statement “We need to reform

government to make it work for us, our government has to be part of the solution. Lake Research Partners - August 2008



Working Americans are far more

enthusiastic to vote for Senator Obama.

Still thinking about the November elections, please tell me on a scale of zero to ten, how inclined you
are to vote for Barack Obama/John McCain? Ten means you will definitely vote for him, and zero

means that you will definitely not vote for him.

Barack
Obama

m10 ®m8-9 0O6-7 OS5 ©O0-4
33% (MVA7% 12% 35%
16% 49%

John McCain 18% 7%
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Darker colors=Intensity
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Senator Obama is winning among working
Americans by 17 points.

INITIAL BALLOT

+ 17
Obama

34%

53% —

13%

Obama McCain Neither/Other/Not Sure

Darker colors indicate intensity.

Thinking about the general election this November, suppose the candidates in the election for president

are (rotate) John McCain, the Republican, and Barack Obama, the Democrat. If the election were held

today, do you think that you would vote for (rotate) John McCain or Barack Obama? Lake Research Partners - August 2008



Whites

43% 44%

32% 13%

White working Americans are divided.

African Americans

90%

5% 2%

Obama McCainOther/DK
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Darker colors indicate intensity.

Latinos

75%

15%

Obama McCainOther/DK

Obama McCainOther/DK

Lake Research Partners - August 2008



Reagan Democrats

79%

6%

While non-Reagan Democrats
overwhelmingly go for Senator Obama, it is
notable that Reagan Democrats go for him by
such wide margins.

Non-Reagan Democrats

91%

14%
5% 4%

Obama McCain
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Darker colors indicate intensity.

Other/DK Obama McCain Other/DK
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The top issue by far is the economy and
jobs.

What is the most important issue right now in determining your vote for president?

The economy and jobs 40%
Iraq
Gas prices and energy prices

Health care and prescription drugs

Moral values

Terrorism 5%

Immigration l 3%

Other 15%
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Working Americans are growing
increasingly pessimistic about the
country’s direction.

-#- Right direction % Wrong track

62%

B—

29%

58%

82%
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07

Oct-
07

Dec-
07
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08

Apr- Jun- Aug-
08 08 08
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Reagan Democrats and all working
Americans reject the Bush economic
policies of the last 8 years.

Specifically, have the government policies of the last 8 years made it easier to achieve the American Dream,
harder, or no different?

91%

85%

O
7149 Harder

m Easier

® The same

All Working Reagan Democrats Non-Reagan
12 American Democrats
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Working Americans feel that Senator
Obama understands the economic
struggles of working families

Now I’d like to read you a statement. Please tell me how much you agree or disagree with the following statement:
“Barack Obama understands the economic struggles of working families.” Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree,
somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with the statement?

ALL Working
Americans

Non-Reagan
Democrats

Reagan Democrats

Latino Working
Americans

Disagree Agree

26%

93%

84%

89%

White Working
Americans

59%
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Darker colors indicate intensity.
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Across demographics, working
Americans believe Obama will be able to
improve wages and working conditions
as President.

How likely or unlikely is it that Barack Obama would be able to improve the wages and working conditions of
American workers if he is elected president?

Unlikely Likely

ALL Working

(o)
Americans 31%

60%

Reagan Democrats 82%

Non-Reagan

(o)
Democrats 90%

Latino Working

Americans 86%

White Working
Americans

39% 51%
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Four out of five American workers feel it
is becoming harder to reach the
American Dream.

Do you think it is becoming harder or easier these days to achieve the American Dream, or is it about the
same?

-#- Harder =+ Easier = The same

. — =
— 79%
74% 71%
16% _20% 14%
B —u
% 8% 5o/m

Feb- Apr- Jun- Aug- Oct- Dec- Feb- Apr- Jun- Aug-
07 07 07 07 07 07 08 08 08 08
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They feel it will be harder still for the
next generation to reach the American
Dream.

Looking to the next generation, the way things are going now, do you feel the American Dream will be
easier to reach than today, harder to reach, or will it be the same?

-#- Harder =+ Easier = The same

—u
o-- -67‘7 74%
64% °
o
18% 227 17%
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Senator Obama is the choice of working
Americans in terms of vision for restoring
the American Dream and representing the

values of the American Dream.

Which Presidential candidate has the best
vision for restoring the American Dream?

Which Presidential candidate best represents
the values of the American Dream?
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48%

Obama McCain

50%

Obama McCain

Darker colors indicate intensity.
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Having a job that pays enough to
support a family is the top goal
associated with the American Dream.

I’m going to read some goals that some people say are important for reaching the American Dream. For each one,
please rate how important it is for you personally as part of the American Dream. Use a scale from 0 to 10, where 10
means it is an extremely important part of the American Dream for you, and 0 means it is not important at all, and 5
is neutral. You can choose any number between 0 and 10.

10 9-8

Having a job that pays enough to support a
family.

92%

Being able to ensur(? your children have the 739% 88%
opportunity to succeed

Having affordable quality health care that you 69% 87%
can depend on.

Being able to afford to own your own home 68% 84%

Having a secure and dignified retirement 67% 85%
Being treated with respect for the work you
do

60% 85%

42%

Owning your own small business.

|
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A strong health care reform agenda is
perceived by working Americans to be
the best way to make the American
Dream more attainable.

Now thinking overall about the goal of making the American Dream more attainable. | am going to read some steps
that could be taken to help make the American Dream more attainable. For each one, please rate how effective that
step would be in making the American Dream more attainable. Use a scale from 0 to 10, where 10 means this step

would be very effective, and 0 means the step would not be effective at all, and 5 is neutral. You can choose any
number between 0 and 10.

10-8
Government guarantees that every
American has access to quality, 79%
affordable health care.
The next president pushes for health care
reform to guarantee that every American 799
has access to quality, affordable health ?

care
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Workers also strongly support a more
progressive tax system, holding
corporations accountable, and tougher
trade policies.

10 -8 10-8

The next president commits to a more
progressive tax system that is fair to workers and 73%
makes billionaires pay their fair share in taxes

Government makes sure employers keep their
promises to employees, including protecting their
pensions and health care.

79%

Make sure all trade agreements are fair and crack
down on the corporations who are moving 8
s L : 74%
millions of good paying middle class jobs
overseas, leaving us with low paying service jobs
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